
On the 11th of May 2022, over 30 people participated to the first
workshop on the topic of "Coherence of the MSP data and
information", that was held by the Community of Practice on Data
sharing.

This workshop focused on the first objective of this CoP which is to
analyse the standardization and consistency of the data format, spatial
continuity aspects (cross border aspects, spatialisation, scale and
symbology) and terminology.

The first part of this meeting was dedicated to the progress of the
CoPs work and followed by an interactive discussion with the audience
about the survey which is being circulated by the CoP on Data use and
information. The purpose of this survey is to provide all the necessary
information to better understand data coherence as well as limitations
and gaps in order to improve MSP data communication between the
Northern and Baltic sea regions. Survey results will enable data
professionals to grasp a global vision on data use, data format and data
producers and users. 

You are welcome to participate to this survey. Fell free to share it
with people who might be interested and concerned as the survey
targets all MSP data professionals. Results will be released on the 1st
September 2022 at the 2nd data CoP Workshop meeting.

 
SOME EVENTS AND MEETINGS YOU MIGHT BE IINTERESTED IN...

JUNE 14TH AND 15TH, 2022 BREST, FR

Coming data events 
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The Community of Practice on Data sharing, information and
communication technology serving MSP will work on a better
understanding of the national and sea basin MSP plans. The CoP
will help the authorities in charge of the implementation of MSP to
deal with current and future challenges and opportunities through
data digitalisation. 

https://www.emspproject.eu/

First Workshop meeting
Planning for the future of Europe’s Marine Space –
MSP Stakeholder Conference

link: https://maritime-spatial-planning.ec.europa.eu/events/planning- 
future-europes-marine-space-msp-stakeholder-conference

JUNE 13RD TO 17TH, 2022 ROTTERDAM, NL

BlueWeek2022 - 10th Edition!

link : https://maritime-spatial-
planning.ec.europa.eu/events/msproadmap-webinar-
monitoring-evaluation-and-revision-marinemaritime-spatial-
planning

link: https://blueforum.org/

JUNE 22ND, 2022 ONLINE

MSProadmap Webinar: "Monitoring, evaluation and
revision of Marine/Maritime Spatial Planning"

 JULY 6TH - 8TH , 2022 LAS PALMAS DE GRAN CANARIA, SP

International Symposium on Marine Sciences

link: https://isms-canarias.com/

Registration for the 2nd workshop
PAR THÉODORE LERAINSThursday, 1st September from 9am to 11:30am CET

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScBXRK63mYJMsO49QY3cb6I5f5Fk9whageizfXEWyVsDUyvzA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://maritime-spatial-planning.ec.europa.eu/events/planning-future-europes-marine-space-msp-stakeholder-conference
https://maritime-spatial-planning.ec.europa.eu/events/planning-future-europes-marine-space-msp-stakeholder-conference
https://www.buas.nl/samenwerken/conference-mud
https://maritime-spatial-planning.ec.europa.eu/events/msproadmap-webinar-monitoring-evaluation-and-revision-marinemaritime-spatial-planning
https://blueforum.org/
https://isms-canarias.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe6_ldvODxhYL2LndRuT3FM-33P3_KXv2BwHnAxvvxQ-OFmCQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


Elina Ronkanen from the Regional Concil of Kymenlaakso, presented MSP Data
Model of Finland, together with a general overview of MSP classification
models, MSP data accessibility and usability and national interoperability
platform.

Elina Ronkanen added that “The very first MSP for Finland was approved by the
administrative authorities of coastal regional councils in Dec 2020. As spatial data
plays a key role in the digital plan, its accessibility and usability has been
contributed by designing a data model that not only binds spatial data and
written plan together but also combines needs of national, Baltic Sea Region and
EU level needs for the database. In addition, the data model includes different
sea use classification models, which enables the wider use of the harmonized
data e.g. in the data portals like HELCOM Basemaps and EMODnet human
activity portal.”

The second part of the workshop was dedicated for other presentations about
coherence of the MSP data and information. Three volunteers took the floor
to share information and knowledge on their respective topics to the CoP
members, eMSP-NBSR project partners and all participants.

The presentations gave the opportunity to exchange and discuss on Marine
Spatial Planning data between the different countries of the Baltic and North
Sea. As the participants gave very good feedback on this format, a new free
time will be dedicated to volunteers during the next CoP on Data workshop in
September.

Kamil Rybka from the Ministry of Infrastructure explained the coherence of the MSP
data from Poland's perspective, uncluding Poland  national and detailed plan, the
most important aspects in the coordination with other countries (borders agreement
and consistency, shipping and cooperation).

Kamil Rybka explained as well that “MSP directive stipulates that maritime spatial plans
shall be coherent and coordinated across the marine region concerned. Coherence
with regard to MSP data may concern many different aspects, for example:

- Internal coherence – when country is developing more than one maritime spatial plan
(like in Poland);
- Geometric consistency – borders, designated areas;
- Semantic coherence – ‘aquaculture’ in one country may not be designated as 
 ‘aquaculture’ in another country.
The presentation gave a short insight in experiences gained by Poland during its MSP
international consultation processes and other forms of MSP cooperation on Baltic
level.“

The workshop presentations
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MSP Data Model of Finland

The coherence of the MSP data from Poland's perspective

13rd June 2022

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:776d63e3-7c59-3594-b162-465933714d94#pageNum=1
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:426f11d9-efc8-3005-a508-0d99786eee1c


Finally, the EU MSP TEG Data was introduced by Joni Kaitaranta from HELCOM.
This group works on mapping and harmonizing MSP related data. Joni presented
TEG adding that “The group was formed in 2020 as a need was identified for a
platform to discuss the MSP data collection and harmonization and to carry out
work to achieve better coherence of MSP plan data.

 More specifically, the group was tasked to produce a data model that allows MSP
plans to be harmonized across sea basin regions and across the EU. The
harmonization proposal was published during 2021. The approach has been proven
to be suitable at the EU level by making available the Member States’s MSP plan
data via EMODnet Human activities portal. 

Further work of the TEG group focuses on gathering information on MSP (input)
data framework, metadata on plans, network services and socioeconomical
impacts to pave the way for better harmonization of data supporting the MSP
process.”
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The CoP on Data keeps working on its first goal : 
- Evaluate the coherence of the MSP data and information available
across borders ;
- Understand the process of the MSP from data perspective to
environmental impact assessment, cost-benefit analysis, mitigation
measures, maritime surveillance assessment and climate change.

Over the next months, the CoP activites will focus on gathering and
analyzing the results of the survey on Data use and information.
Interactions and discussions with the other eMSP learning strands
will be an important part of the future work since as the CoP aims to
establish an inventory on terminology used by the different
eMSP countries  as well as propose a core dataset list needed for
each learning strands thematics.  

This inventory's objective is to evaluate the coherence of the MSP data
and the information available across borders. Indeed, the plans should be
available and wherever possible coherent at sea basin level so the entire
sea basin space can be developed in line with the values pinpointed by
the Directive. The core dataset list established from a data perspective
will allow to compare and make it coherent at a transboundary level. It will
also help to study how to overcome climate change. 

These three key actions will be useful and helpful for other CoP's work
and progress. The work realised within this CoP will help raise
understanding of the national and sea basin MSP plans by the authorities
in charge of the implementation of MSP, and support them when dealing
with current and future challenges and opportunities through data
digitalisation. 

Next actions
Community of Practice on Data sharing, information and communication technology

eMSP-NBSR project day event
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On 16th and 17th June, the eMSP-NBSR project partners will meet in Rotterdam. These two days  will combine a number of meetings and
events: the Sustainable blue economy CoP meeting in the morning of the 16th followed by the Scientific and Advisory Board and project
meetings in the afternoon. 
On the 17th, eMSP partners will attend to the Blue Week. The Dutch CoP North Sea, MARIN and  the Top Sector 'Wind at Sea'  jointly organized
a workshop on "Blue Life & Ocean Energy: The Future North Sea – A Balanced Powerhouse". 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:cb6282b1-68af-3390-978d-706cf01a4e9c
https://blueforum.org/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/59ecb77a18124eefb74b5027e23be4e5
https://www.marin.nl/en
https://www.topsectorenergie.nl/en/tki-wind-op-zee
https://www.topsectorenergie.nl/en/tki-wind-op-zee

